The Coming Civilization
the price of meat and pay the wages of the butcher
assistants, and also to pay for those new mills which
the millers badly need. The capital of this town-
business must be pooled, and no part of it must be
pocketed by B, C, and D, or any of the others.
We shall see that at the next election of the
council this proposal is carried."
Why Planned Capitalism is a Temporary Economic Stage
Although this parable is merely a summary, it
will be seen that it represents in crude outline the
developments which have led up to the present
economic situation. It illustrates the apparently
inevitable process by which Capitalism becomes a
huge monopolized trust, and it emphasizes that the
issue which eventually becomes acute is the question
as to whether the means of production is to remain
in the hands of the big capitalists. That issue is not
acute when there are a number of small competing
businesses. Everyone, in theory, has then the chance
of becoming an owner, and of running his own show:
there are few things that the normal man likes more
to feel than that he has the responsibility of his own
concern. So long as there is a remote chance that
he will one day be his own master, he is not likely
to quarrel even with a system under which large-
scale ownership is virtually restricted to a small
section. Moreover, just because there are these
small competing firms, the market determines the
price of the goods that are offered. But where
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